THE GOLDEN MIDDLE AGE
in the raging controversy of Nominalism and Realism which
divided both schools and theologians into passionate camps.
Bernard, indeed, though inclining to Realism as became so
good a Platonist, sought to wipe away the feud by an attempt
to demonstrate the essential harmony between the Platonic
and Aristotelian doctrines of ideas. But the attempt was not
successful, and the making of it was not counted to him for
righteousness by violently orthodox ecclesiastics of the type of
"William of Champeau or Alberic of Rheims. Thierry com-
posed a treatise on the Six Days of Creation, which shows him
to have lingered perilously near to Monism, for the heart of
his argument was to say diat as all being is God, therefore God
must be the form of being of all things. It is probable, though
not certain, that it was at these brothers that Abelard was
aiming his glancing arrows of satire, when he complained of
the heterodox views which could safely be held, if only the
holders were of sufficiently high rank. However great the
suspicion in which the brothers were held by the rigid and
unbending orthodox, Thierry at least was not prevented from
being present at two famous trials for heresy, that of Abelard
of Soissons, and that of Gilbert Poree at Rheims.
John of Salisbury was still a boy in England when Bernard
died. "When he came to Chartres he found the spirit and the
method of Bernard everywhere about him. He called him
"the greatest and most perfect of our Platonists." Another
scholar, Herman of Dalmatia, paid much the same compliment
to Thierry, dedicating a book to him with the words, "the
soul of Plato reincarnate, firm anchor in the tempest-tossed
flux of our studies." Both men were classicists before all else,
and they had the characteristic patience of the classical scholar,
and saw that their pupils had it too. Everything at Chartres
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